
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LARAMIE COUNTY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Planning  •  Building 

3966 Archer Pkwy 
 Cheyenne, WY 82009 

www.laramiecountyplanning.com 
Phone (307) 633-4303     Fax (307) 633-4616 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:   Laramie County Board of Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Nancy M. Trimble, Associate Planner 
 
DATE:  June 5, 2018 
 
TITLE: Review and action of a Board Approval for the ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline.  

 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline, LLC has submitted an application for Board Approval for the 
ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline to the Laramie County Planning and Development Office for the 
following location:  approximately 22 miles from the eastern border of Laramie County, parallel 
to the ONEOK Bakken Pipeline. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The proposed north-south pipeline will originate in Richland County, Montana and terminate at 
the existing ONEOK facility near Bushton, Kansas. Approximately 52 miles of the pipeline will 
cross through Laramie County.  The pipeline will cross the unzoned area of Laramie County.  
 
 
Pertinent Regulations 

 
Section 1-2-100 of the Laramie County Land Use Regulations governing the Board 

Approval process. 
  
Section 2-2-127 of the Laramie County Land Use Regulations governing the requirement 

for Board Approval of energy pipelines. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
The Laramie County Comprehensive Plan designates land uses along the pipeline route as Ag & 
Range Land and Rural Ag Interface.  The pipeline will not affect land uses in the corridor and is 
therefore not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Section 1-2-100 (a) of the Laramie County Land Use Regulations requires that the Laramie 
County Board of Commissioners shall find the following before granting Board Approval:  
 

i. The proposed use is permitted by Board Approval in the proposed location and is in 
conformance with all applicable development standards. 

ii. The proposed use is in general conformance with all other applicable policies adopted 
by Laramie County. 

iii. There is no defined negative impact to the community. 
 
The proposed pipeline has met the requirements of Section 1-2-100 (a) of the Laramie County 
Land Use Regulations.  Energy Pipelines are permitted in this area with Board Approval.  Upon 
submittal of floodplain development permits for all floodplain crossings along the pipeline 
corridor, and applicable right-of-way and road access/crossing permits to Laramie County Public 
Works and WYDOT, the pipeline shall be in conformance with applicable development 
standards.  There are no defined negative impacts to the community.  Comments received from 
Environmental Health and the Wyoming Game and Fish provide requirements to prevent or 
mitigate potential impacts from pipeline construction.    
 
Section 2-2-127 of the Laramie County Land Use Regulations requires public notice and a public 
hearing for energy pipelines.  Notice of the public hearing was published in the Wyoming 
Tribune Eagle on May 4, 2018, and a certified mailing was sent to all property owners of record 
within 1500 feet of the proposed pipeline to inform them of the project.  Staff received no 
comments from adjacent landowners.  Today’s public hearing shall serve as the required hearing. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION and FINDINGS 
 
Based on evidence provided, staff recommends the Laramie County Board of 
Commissioners find that: 
  

a. This application meets the criteria for Board Approval pursuant to Section 1-2-100(a) 
of the Laramie County Land Use Regulations. 

b. This application meets the requirements of Section 2-2-127 of the Laramie County 
Land Use Regulations governing approval criteria for energy pipelines. 
 

and that the Board approves the construction of the ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline, as shown 
in Exhibit A, with no conditions.  
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PROPOSED MOTION 
 
I move to approve the construction of the ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline with no conditions 
and adopt the findings of facts a and b of the staff report.   

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1:  Aerial Map 
Attachment 2:  Comprehensive Plan Map 
Attachment 3:  Project Description 
Attachment 4:  Resolution 
Attachment 5:  Resolution Exhibit A - Pipeline Route Map 
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100 West Fifth Street, Tulsa, OK   74103-4298 
P. O. Box 871, Tulsa, OK   74102-0871 

April 25, 2018 

Laramie County Planning & Development Office 
3966 Archer Pkwy 
Cheyenne, WY 82009 

Re: Laramie County Board Approval Permit for ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline 

Dear Ms. Trimble: 

ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline, L.L.C. (ONEOK) submits the enclosed Board Approval permit application 
form and supplemental information in accordance with the Laramie County zoning regulations. 

ONEOK is proposing to build, own and operate the Elk Creek Pipeline (Project).  This Project is an 
approximately 900-mile, 20-inch diameter natural gas liquids pipeline.  The Project will originate in 
Richland County, Montana and terminate at the existing ONEOK facility near Bushton, Kansas.  The 
route parallels ONEOK’s existing Bakken NGL Pipeline across eastern Montana and Wyoming and also 
parallels the Overland Pass Pipeline for a portion of Colorado and across Kansas.  A portion of this 
pipeline crosses through Laramie County and will require a Board Approval permit.   

Please contact Jake Rosenberg of Environmental Resources Management, Inc. (ERM), ONEOK’s 
environmental consultant for this Project, at 970-819-9245 or jacob.rosenberg@erm.com if you have any 
questions about this request or need additional information to complete your review.  I would also be 
happy to assist you and you may reach me at (918) 595-1783 or Edwin.Zedaker@oneok.com. 

Sincerely, 

ONEOK Elk Creek Pipeline, L.L.C. 

Eddie Zedaker, Environmental Specialist 

Enclosures: Board Approval permit application and attachments 
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