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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Laramie County Board of Commissioners 

 

FROM: Brad Emmons, Planning and Development Director 

 

DATE: December 4, 2018 

 

SUBJECT: 2019 Laramie County Land Use Regulations Adoption 

 
 

Executive Summary 

 

In early 2018, staff began the process of looking at the existing 2011 Laramie County Land Use 

Regulations.  Staff was looking for ways to make the regulations more user-friendly and to make 

corrections to the typos and grammatical errors, as the original documents had never been 

updated.  We took public comment in the spring of 2018 to gather additional areas of concern 

beyond what staff had provided.  In the summer of 2018, we compiled a draft set of regulations 

for review by the public and again provided a time frame for public comment in the fall of 2018.  

Staff has made additional changes to the regulations based on these comments.  The following 

items are a general synopsis of the items included and completed. 

 

Staff Requests 

1. General cleanup of the document to clear up typographical and grammatical errors, 

discrepancies, and deletion of sections that no longer applied. 

2. Combining all the definitions in one section. 

3. Amending the landscape section requirements. 

4. Adding a section to direct fireworks stands to the County Fireworks Regulations.  

5. Adding a process for the review of 35-acre development maps or records of survey prior 

to recordation for road naming requirements. 

6. Updating the County Road/Street Design typical sections and paving criteria. 

7. Allowing for certain subdivisions to submit Preliminary Development Plan applications 

concurrently with Subdivision Permit and Plat applications. 

8. Adjusting when Community Facility Fees are due on projects. 

9. Moving controversial Site Plan approval from Planning Commission to County 

Commissioners. 

10. Modifying the scheduling of PC meetings for PDP applications to match standard public 

hearing deadlines. 

11. Removing the requirements for dual platting process for subdivisions within one (1) mile 

of an incorporated city or town. 
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12. Adding a plat requirement for notation if the project is within the Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan (CWPP). 

13. Clarifying violations pertaining to all of Laramie County. 

14. Establishing County Setback and Site Plan Buffering Tables for ease of use. 

 

Commissioner Requests 

15. Adding Solar Energy Farm site plan regulations. 

16. Adding a section for the Roadside Memorial Program for signs along County public 

rights-of-way. 

17. Adding a section in regard to groundwater recharge for determining acreage of land 

needed for platting subdivisions. 

 

Public Requests 

18. Adding a changeable electronic sign section. 

19. Adding requirements for shooting ranges. 

 

Due to the amount of changes, staff decided it was better to repeal the old regulations and adopt 

an entirely new set, rather than amending the sections individually. 

 

Adoption of any regulation must occur under the rulemaking requirements of Wyoming State 

Statute § 16-3-103. A 45-day notice period and opportunity for public input is required prior to 

any adoption of rules. On October 16, 2018, the Board approved Resolution #181016-18 

providing 45-day rulemaking public notice of intent to repeal the 2011 Laramie County Land 

Use Regulations and adopt the 2019 Laramie County Land Use Regulations. 

 

The published deadline for written comments to be submitted to the Laramie County Clerk’s 

office is by noon on November 30, 2018.  We have currently received two responses in favor of 

using the NRA guidelines for shooting ranges.  After continued review, we have the following 

changes to the draft regulations: 

 

1. Remove sections 4-2-113 and section 4-2-114 and renumber 4-2-115 to 4-2-113. 

2. Rename and move definition of New Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision to 

Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision, New.   

3. Add additional language to the Campground definition:  Campgrounds of 6 or more 

spaces shall be permitted through the Environmental Health Dept. 

 

On November 8, 2018, the Laramie County Planning Commission moved to recommend 

approval of the 2019 Laramie County Land Use Regulations with the three amendments by a 

4 - 0 vote. 

 

Since the Laramie County Planning Commission meeting, we have continued to work on 

different sections of the code.  
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At this time, we would also like to make the following changes: 

 

4. Section 2-5-101: 

 Remove - All public, commercial shooting ranges or ranges operated by governmental or 

private entity or corporation shall meet all standards in the National Rifle Association 

Source Book and be reviewed through the site plan process. 

 

 Add - Outdoor shooting ranges are any uses that include the firing, shooting or any other 

discharge of firearms, explosives and all weapons, except those uses or activities 

specifically excluded below.  Firing ranges and weapon ranges not located wholly within 

a building constructed or modified specifically for that purpose are examples of outdoor 

shooting ranges.  Exceptions to this definition are governmental uses, performing military 

operations for the government, discharging firearms while legally hunting, agricultural 

uses, the discharge of firearms for purposes of athletic events, theater or other performing 

arts, any special events granted prior approval by the County for the discharge of 

firearms, the legal discharge of explosives for approved construction and mining projects, 

and licensed, legally used fireworks displays.  These provisions do not apply to the 

discharging of firearms on private property not open to the public or recreational shooting 

by individuals on property where no fee or formal membership is required. 

   

a) Site plan process is required.   

 

b) All outdoor shooting ranges must be designed by an architect or professional engineer 

licensed in the State of Wyoming using established guidelines for range design by the 

National Rifle Association or the National Shooting Sports Foundation. 

 

c) The construction of the range must be certified by the professional designer that the 

range was constructed according to their design. 

 

d) Site plan submittal shall include, in addition to the normal site plan application 

material, a description of the shooting range and operation procedures including: 

 

i. Detailed description of the operation. 

 

ii. Types and calibers of weapons and ammunition proposed to be used and means of 

weapon and ammunition storage. 

 

iii. Safety procedures, rules and regulations proposed. 

 

iv. Days and hours of operation. 

 

v. Methods used for range clean up and maintenance including lead abatement and 

disposal. 
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Under the site plan section: 

5. Add to Section 2-2-133 d. iv. - After “reviewed” insert “and approved or disapproved” by 

the Director. 

6. Add to Section 2-2-135 - After “approval of site plan,” insert “either administratively or 

by the Board of County Commissioners.” 

 

  

 

Proposed motion: 
 

I move to repeal the 2011 Laramie County Land Use Regulations and approve the adoption 

of the 2019 Laramie County Land Use Regulations rulemaking draft with the six items 

listed in the staff report as changes, to be known as the 2019 Laramie County Land Use 

Regulations, to be effective January 1st, 2019. 

 

Attachments: 

 

1) Public Comment received on Rulemaking Draft 

2) Adoption Resolution 

 
























































