
RESOLUTION NO. 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RATIFIED SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE SPIRIT OF 

BLUE FOUJDATION ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF LARAMIE COUNTY, WYOMING TO

REQUEST FUNDING FOR THE LARAMIE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,000.00.

FOR THE PURPOSE OF: REQUESTED FUNDS WILL BE USED TO PURCHASE FIVE FINGERPRINT SCANNERS. 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Laramie County desires to participate in the Spirit of Blue 

Foundation by sponsoring this grant application to assist in financing this project; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Laramie County has been provided with preliminary cost 

estimates and information on this project; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF LARAMIE COUNTY that a

grant application in the amount of $15,000.00 be submitted to the Spirit of Blue Foundation for 

consideration of assistance in funding the Laramie County Sheriff's Office. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Kathi Wilson, or her successor in the position of Laramie County 

Grant Writer, is appointed as agent of the Laramie County Board of Commissioners to execute and 

submit applications and certifications for these funds. 

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 4th DAY OF MARCH 2025.

By: ____________ _ 
Chairman, Laramie County Commissioners 

ATTEST: 

Debra Lee, Laramie County Clerk 

Received an Approved as to Form only By: 

Date: ________ _ 

Date: _________ _ 

Date: ;}/J-lf /J-5
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Home (https:/1':vww.spiritofblue.org) > Grant Application 
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PR�· NG OUR IJON'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

urar1t pp11cat1on -

-
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The Spirit of Blue Safety Grant Program is designed to award equipment, or in some cases 

training, that will protect officers serving on duty. You should only request items that you can 

articulate will have a positive impact on officer safety. 

By filling out the form below, your agency is declaring that it is authorized by its local governing 

authority to receive grants. Once submitted, your agency's request will be added to our active 

database and a confirmation email will be sent.with a copy of your submission. 

Please note: We have closed the 2024 grant cycle. Applications are collected on an ongoing basis 

and are added to our active database. If not selected in 2024, applications will automatically be 

reviewed for and considered for the 2025 grant cycle beginning July 1, 2025. 

If you have an emergency need, please email grants@spiritofblue.org 

(mailto:grants@spiritofblue.org). 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 

0 
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PROTECTING OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Spirit of Blue Grant Consideration 

Form 
The information requested below is what we require in order to 

evaluate your need. For questions or to provide additional 

supporting documents such as quotes if you have obtained them, 

email grants@spiritofblue.org 

Contact & Agency Info 

Agency Name * 

[ Laramie County ;overnme�

Sworn Officers * 

Applicant Rank 

Fn-; 
Input "None" if POC is an unsworn 

individual. 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 

-

-
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Applicant Nam e *

Katl1i 'V .I :rm 
-- PRIJJECflNG OUR NATION'StAW ENFORCEMcfff -

Applicant Email * 

kathi. wilson@laramiecou ntyw 

example@example.com 

Applicant Phone Number* 

[ (307) 633-4535
Please enter a valid phone number. 

Agency Physical Mailing Address *

[ 310 West 19th Street . 

Street Address 

Last Name 

[
�_su_i _te_3 _2 _0 

____________________ J 
Street Address Line 2 

[ Ch eyenne Wyoming 

City State/ Province 

-

-

[ 82001 10 '--------------------------------

Post a I / Zip Code 

Head of Aaencv *
https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 3/10 
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Gunnar Malm, Commissioner ( 

PROTECTING OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Unfunded Safety Needs 

Share what items you are seeking to obtain through the grant, to include 

quantity and some additional information if possible. For example, if 

requesting eight tourniquets, list "Tourniquets" under Need, "8" under 

Quantity and "Looking to obtain C-A-T Tourniquets in black from North 

American Rescue" under Description. You may include up to 5 items, but you 

aren't required to. 

Need 1 *

Portable fingerprint scanners 

Need 1 Quantity *

1 
I 5 

Need 1 Description * 

-ccf1dl nit:: vUUrllf" ..:::>I lt::1 11 r:, 011 ll,t:: vvuu1u-u1:::-c:rnr:s-c101-cc:11 dlTII -

County and for the State. The Sheriff's Office was quoted
$3,000 for each of the fingerprint scanners. Bringing the total
requested for this grant to $15,000 for all five (5) fingerprint
scanners.

Currently the vendors selling these scanners that have been 

explored are Dataworks and ldemia. The Sheriff's Office has 
,_,...nh, h,-.,...,-rl ,-.f_t-h l"\C"'l"\_h.-,...nrlr.- t-h.-1"\11r,h_,.,,.._.-r1_,-.f_ml"\1Jt-h_,...nrl_f,-,...n-i_ ___ • 

!\loon 'J 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 
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( 

\..__ ______ 

PROTECTING OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

NetK.l 2 Quantity 

[ e.g., 23

Need 2 Desciption 

Need 3 

Need 3 Quantity 

e.g., 23

Need 3 Description 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 

-

-

0 
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PRITTECllNG OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Need 4 Quantity 

e.g., 23
l__ _ -----•·- - _J 

Need 4 Description 

Need 5 

[_ _J 

Need 5 Quantity 

I e.9., 23

Need 5 Description 
0 

r-

https:f/www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 6/10 
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-pRQTECTINuOUR NATIOf
f

'S LAW ENFORCEMENT

Supporting Information 

This section allows you to include any additional information you feel is 

relevant and would help us in evaluating your request for a potential grant. 

Agency Description and Financial Situation are the only required fields, but 

we encourage you to complete the other sections to strengthen your 

application. 

Agency Description *

1c.111-c11T11::n:::1 np1oy1::1:::::,-;-vvnn-,, 0 Vl-lflV::>t pO::>lllOI 1::,-u1:::1119 l'ltlU uy 

commissioned patrol and detention deputies. The department is 

divided into two divisions: Operations and Detention. 

The Laramie County Sheriffs Office is an agency under the 

umbrella of Laramie County government. Laramie County is 

responsible for providing all governmental services such as 

contracting, budgets and operations. If a grant is awarded, 

Laramie County will act as the grantee and fiscal agent on 
_ ob..'"t...t:\f_tbo_l�t:.!:>mio_Q/'\untH Ch/'\riff' ("\ffi,-./'\ _ 

Tell us a little about your agency, the community you serve and your approacl1 in general. 

Financial Situation *

... 

1tn1:::-n1l�trpnffC::>Cc:111nt1 ::,:-1 111:::1 I:: 1::,-c:11::,v I IV-Cll llll..,lf.Jc:lltU-11 11..,J°tc:l::>t lV-...,. 
their budget in the near future. In fact, more cuts to the Sheriff's 

Office may be coming down the pipeline as overall cuts to 

Laramie County are being looked at. These fingerprint scanners 

will not be available this year or the next Fiscal Year of 2026 to 

Laramie County Sheriff Officers without grant funds. The current 

legislative session proposal to cut state property taxes will also 

drastically cut the budget of the sheriff's office. The current ... , 

JJda.o±...d.ooc...oot llo1A1_f,:,i=-.th_n_r.,11,::,-.h,-.,c:-o nf finr,orlC\rint c:-,-._,:,,c:,norc _ 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 
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in your budget? Please indicate other efforts to solve for this need, including whether or not 

you have requested it in your latest budget request. 

PROTECTING OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

The Laramie County Sheriff's Office has encountered suspects 

who have falsified their identities to law enforcement. This 
presents a risk to public safety due to law enforcement not being 

able to positively identify a dangerous suspect and potentially 

allowing said suspect to roam freely around the community. These 

finger scanners will allow for quick identification on scene. 

- - - ---------..J 

Is there a story or recent incident that underscores the need for any of the items you are 
requesting? 

Additional Information 

S-ClltLy uy ·1 Clj..llUIY CUI 11111111119 IUtl lllllt::>
1 

rtUUC1n�rvvrvn910 

arrests, and aiding in the quick apprehension of suspects. These 

scanners will not only be the first for Laramie County, but the 

first for the State of Wyoming as well. Unlike ID cards, 

fingerprints are unique to every person on Earth, and are nearly 

impossible to falsify, making fingerprint scanners essential tools 

for maintaining accurate criminal records and solving crimes 
, efficiently. Additionally, this technology helps streamline 

What else do you want to share that you feel is important for us to know? 

Please verify that you are human *

0 I am human 
hCaptcha 

Privacy· Tenns 

.... 

https:l/www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 
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ABOUT THE FOUNDATION 

·• Our Mission (/about-the-foundation)
• tJur Visior: (.';.�bout-t� �-f )I 1 11 le= t JI 1)

• :..eade•·chip & Ccunci. J ... bcL.�-J.e fOL .. :-,dJtio.·., IL.:..1.::.1·�:-.:p-council)
• j:,�:rtnersh!r.;s Ur.:bou�flw.EfllM�Qll]H�VJW�� �,��ENT

• Contact Us (/about-the-foundation/contact-us)

SAFETY GRANTS 

• Safety Grants (/safety-grants)
• About Grants (/safety-grants/about-grants)
• Nominate an Agency (/safety-grants/enroll-your-agency/)
• New England Safety Grant Initiative (/safety-grants/new-england-safety-grant-initiative)
• Recipient Agencies (/safety-grants/grant-recipients)

NEWS 

• Highlighted Stories (/news)

SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION 

• Make A Donation (/donate)
• Spirit of Blue Shop (/shop/)
• Contact Us (/about-the-foundation/contact-us/)
• My Account (!my-account/)

Spirit of Blue Foundation 

12771 SW Tooze Road, Sherwood, OR 97140 

Email: info@spiritofblue.com 

PROll'CiJll!IUlli.\llliSl.l.l'ICllOl!C&Pf 

(I) 

©2011-2025 Spirit of Blue, All Rights Reserved. 

501 (c)3 I Privacy Policy (https://www.spiritofblue.org/privacy-policy) 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 
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D (http://www.facebook.com/pa_g__es/Spirit-of-• 
Blue/161865107174095) 

� ( h tt r:, : / , J J 1.1 J v , .1 \ � � tt : : 1 •. 1 : : !11 / s p i r it of b I u e 1 ) 
PROTECTING OUR NATION'S LAW ENFORCEMENT 

� (http://pinterest.com/spiritofblue/) 

https://www.spiritofblue.org/grant-application/ 
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Deputies have an inherently dangerous job in dealing with criminals, many of whom are 
violent, on a daily basis. Often Deputies are given fake names and dates of birth, and even 
fake ID cards, making it almost impossible to properly identify potentially dangerous 
suspects or fugitives if they choose to lie about their identity. The Laramie County Sheriff's 
Office would greatly benefit from having an extra tool to help identify criminals. 

NEED 1 DESCRIPTION 

Being able to purchase five (5) fingerprint scanners for the Laramie County Sheriff's Office 
would be a first for Laramie County and for the State. The Sheriff's Office was quoted 
$3,000 for each of the fingerprint scanners. Bringing the total requested for this grant to 
$15,000 for all five (5) fingerprint scanners. 

Currently the vendors selling these scanners that have been explored are Dataworks and 
ldemia. The Sheriff's Office has only heard of these brands through word of mouth and from 
other agencies using them. However, our Sheriff's Office is open to others as well. The 
Sheriff's Office would like a durable quality brand that has a warranty and a service plan. 

AGENCY DESCRIPTION 

The Laramie County Sheriff office was established in 1867, when the region was under the 
Dakota Territory. Within the same year, the Territory of Wyoming was organized with 
Laramie County being the first county established; at that time Laramie County 
encompassed the whole of the Wyoming Territory. Then in 1890, Wyoming was granted 
Statehood. 

Today, La�amie County encompasses a 2,688 square mile area and is the most populous of 
the 23 counties. Laramie County is growing fast, showing a population of 91,738 in 201 O 
and now estimating to be about 100,984 for 2025. 

Laramie County has seen a large increase in jobs and business growth, especially in 
technology and manufacturing. Wyoming has no corporate income tax, low property taxes, 
and low sales tax enticing many large businesses such as Meta, TBC Manufacturing and 
Thunder Plains Park, a full-sized horse racing track and equestrian center. 

The Laramie County Sheriffs' Office is one of the largest agencies of its type in Wyoming, 
, staffed by approximately 230 full-time employees, with 170 of those positions being held by 

commissioned patrol and detention deputies. The department is div!ded into two divisions: 
Operations and Detention. 

The Laramie County Sheriffs Office is an agency under the umbrella of Laramie County 
government. Laramie County is responsible for providing all governmental services such as 



contracting, budgets and operations. If a grant is awarded, Laramie County will act as the 

grantee and fiscal agent on �ehalf of the Laramie County Sheriff's Office. 

Our Sheriff's Office law enforcement personnel provide exceptional services and are 

recognized for their professionalism, integrity, and service to the community. 

FINANCIAL SITUATION 

Grants provide a crucial supplement to Laramie County operations. Grant funds allow the 

opportunity to undertake projects that benefit Laramie County community's infrastructure, 

safety and livelihood. Grant funding is essential to help bridge the gap between limited 

resources and pressing needs shown by the Sheriff's Office. The Laramie County budget 

does not always allow for money needed to purchase advanced technologies like 

fingerprint scanners. The Sheriff's Office needs cutting-edge equipment to keep their 

officers and communities safe. By acquiring and being able to use cutting edge technology, 

they can stay safe and more effective while doing their job. Fingerprint scanners are used 

because they provide a highly secure and convenient way to verify a person's identity by 

scanning their unique fingerprint pattern. This offers a more reliable alternative to 

traditional passwords or PINs, as no two people have the same fingerprint. This advanced 

technology is particularly valuable for accessing sensitive information or physical locations 

where security is paramount. Compared to other biometric technologies, fingerprint 

scanners are generally more affordable and readily available to assist Officer's while doing 

their job. 

Currently there is no funding in the Sheriff's Office to purchase the fingerprint scanners. 

There is also no anticipated increase to their budget in the near future. In fact, more cuts to 

the Sheriff's Office may be coming down the pipeline as overall cuts to Laramie County are 

being looked at. These fingerprint scanners will not be available this year or the next Fiscal 

Year of 2026 to Laramie County Sheriff Officers without grant funds. The current legislative 

session proposal to cut state property taxes will also drastically cut the budget of the 

sheriff's office. The current budget does not allow for the purchase of fingerprint scanners. 

The hope is that if we can acquire the fingerprint scanners through grant funding, the 

results gained from the scanners will have a positive impact on the county and will be a 

topic of discussion in our next annual budget meeting with the Laramie County 

Commissioners. 

The Laramie County Sheriff's Office has encountered suspects who have falsified their 

identities to law enforcement. This presents a risk to public safety due to law enforcement 

not being able to positively identify a dangerous suspect and potentially allowing said 



suspect to roam freely around the community. These finger scanners will allow for quick 

identification on scene. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Today, law enforcement is challenged to be more efficient with fewer resources - all while 

contending with an uptick in criminal activity. Swift, accurate biometric ID verification 

technology enables officers to be more nimble and secure anywhere that positive 

identification is needed. 

The Laramie County Sheriff's Office is looking to acquire mobile fingerprint scanners as 

they provide a reliable, efficient, and non-invasive means of identification. They enhance 

public safety by rapidly confirming identities, reducing wrongful arrests, and aiding in the 

quick apprehension of suspects. These scanners will not only be the first for Laramie 

County, but the first for the State of Wyoming as well. Unlike ID cards, fingerprints are 

unique to every person on Earth, and are nearly impossible to falsify, making fingerprint 

scanners essential tools for maintaining accurate criminal records and solving crimes 

efficiently. Additionally, this technology helps streamline processes, saving valuable 

resources and time, thereby improving overall law enforcement effectiveness. 



Kathi Wilson 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Spirit of Blue Grant Program <noreply@jotform.com> 

Thursday, February 20, 2025 5:02 PM 

Kathi Wilson 

We have received your grant application for Laramie County Government 

I
Attention: This email message is from an external(non-County) email address. Please exercise 

caution and/or verify authenticity before opening the email/attachments/links from an email you 

aren't expecting. 

1 � � SOBF Grant Consideration Form

Agency Name Laramie County Government 

Sworn Officers 146 

Applicant Rank None 

Applicant Name Kathi Wilson 

Applicant Email kathi.wilson@laramiecountywy.gov 

Applicant Phone Number (307) 633-4535

Agency Physical Mailing 
Address 

Head of Agency 

Need 1 

Need 1 Quantity 

Need 1 Description 

310 West 19th Street, Suite 320, Cheyenne, Wyoming, 82001 

Gunnar Malm, Commissioner Chairman 

Portable fingerprint scanners 

5 

Deputies have an inherently dangerous job in dealing with 
criminals, many of whom are violent, on a daily basis. Often 
Deputies are given fake names and dates of birth, and even 
fake ID cards, making it almost impossible to properly identify 
potentially dangerous suspects or fugitives if they choose to lie 

1 



Agency Description 

Financial Situation 

about their identity. The Laramie County Sheriffs Office would 
greatly benefit from having an extra tool to help identify 
criminals. 

Being able to purchase five (5) fingerprint scanners for the 
Laramie County Sheriffs Office would be a first for Laramie 
County and for the State. The Sheriffs Office was quoted 
$3,000 for each of the fingerprint scanners. Bringing the total 
requested for this grant to $15,000 for all five (5) fingerprint 
scanners. 

Currently the vendors selling these scanners that have been 
explored are Dataworks and ldemia. The Sheriffs Office has 
only heard of these brands through word of mouth and from 
other agencies using them. However, our Sheriffs Office is 
open to others as well. The Sheriffs Office would like a durable 
quality brand that has a warranty and a service plan. 

The Laramie County Sheriff office was established in 1867, 
when the region was under the Dakota Territory. Within the 
same year, the Territory of Wyoming was organized with 
Laramie County being the first county established; at that time 
Laramie County encompassed the whole of the Wyoming 
Territory. Then in 1890, Wyoming was granted Statehood. 
Today, Laramie County encompasses a 2,688 square mile area 
and is the most populous of the 23 counties. Laramie County is 
growing fast, showing a population of 91,738 in 2010 and now 
estimating to be about 100,984 for 2025. 
Laramie County has seen a large increase in jobs and business 
growth, especially in technology and manufacturing. Wyoming 
has no corpixate income tax, low property taxes, and low sales 
tax enticing many large businesses such as Meta, TBC 
Manufacturing and Thunder Plains Park, a full-sized horse 
racing track and equestrian center. 
The Laramie County Sheriffs' Office is one of the largest 
agencies of its type in Wyoming, staffed by approximately 230 
full-time employees, with 170 of those positions being held by 
commissioned patrol and detention deputies. The department is 
divided into two divisions: Operations and Detention. 
The Laramie County Sheriffs Office is an agency under the 
umbrella of Laramie County government. Laramie County is 
responsible for providing all governmental services such as 
contracting, budgets and operations. If a grant is awarded, 
Laramie County will act as the grantee and fiscal agent on 
behalf of the Laramie County Sheriffs Office. 
Our Sheriffs Office law enforcement personnel provide 
exceptional services and are recognized for their 
professionalism, integrity, and service to the community. 

Grants provide a crucial supplement to Laramie County 
operations. Grant funds allow the opportunity to undertake 
projects that benefit Laramie County community's infrastructure, 
safety and livelihood. Grant funding is essential to help bridge 
the gap between limited resources and pressing needs shown 
by the Sheriffs Office. The Laramie County budget does not 
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Story 

Additional Information 

always allow for money needed to purchase advanced 
technologies like fingerprint scanners. The Sheriff's Office 
needs cutting-edge equipment to keep their officers and 
communities safe. By acquiring and being able to use cutting 
edge technology, they can stay safe and more effective while 
doing their job. Fingerprint scanners are used because they 
provide a highly secure and convenient way to verify a person's 
identity by scanning their unique fingerprint pattern. This offers 
a more reliable alternative to traditional passwords or PINs, as 
no two people have the same fingerprint. This advanced 
technology is particularly valuable for accessing sensitive 
information or physical locations where security is paramount. 
Compared to other biometric technologies, fingerprint scanners 
are generally more affordable and readily available to assist 
Officer's while doing their job. 
Currently there is no funding in the Sheriff's Office to purchase 
the fingerprint scanners. There is also no anticipated increase 
to their budget in the near future. In fact, more cuts to the 
Sheriff's Office may be coming down the pipeline as overall cuts 
to Lan�mie County are being looked at. These fingerprint 
scanners will not be available this year or the next Fiscal Year 
of 2026 to Laramie County Sheriff Officers without grant funds. 
The current legislative session proposal to cut state property 
truces will also drastically cut the budget of the sheriff's office. 
The current budget does not allow for the purchase of 
fingerprint scanners. The hope is that if we can acquire the 
fingerprint scanners through grant funding, the results gained 
from the scanners will have a positive impact on the county and 
will be a topic of discussion in our next annual budget meeting 
with the Laramie County Commissioners. 

The Laramie County Sheriffs Office has encountered suspects 
who have falsified their identities to law enforcement. This 
presents a risk to public safety due to law enforcement not 
being able to positively identify a dangerous suspect and 
potentially allowing said suspect to roam freely around the 
community. These finger scanners will allow for quic.k 
identification on scene. 

Today, law enforcement is challenged to be more efficient with 
fewer resources - all while contending with an uptick in 
criminal activity. Swift, accurate biometric ID verification 
technology enables officers to be more nimble and secure 
anywhere that positive identification is needed. 
The Laramie County Sheriff's Office is looking to acquire mobile 
fingerprint scanners as they provide a reliable, efficient, and 
non-invasive means of identification. They enhance public 
safety by rapidly confirming identities, reducing wrongful 
arrests, and aiding in the quick apprehension of suspects. 
These scanners will not only be the first for Laramie County, but 
the first for the State of Wyoming as well. Unlike ID cards, 
fingerprints are unique to every person on Earth, and are nearly 
impossible to falsify, making fingerprint scanners essential tools 
for maintaining accurate criminal records and solving crimes 
efficiently. Additionally, this technology helps streamline 
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processes, saving valuable resources and time, thereby 
• improving overall law enforcement effectiveness.
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